Tôma Trần Văn Thiện

· Birth year: 1820

· Birth place: Trung Quán (town), Quảng Bình (county), Việt Nam (country)

· Father: Hiêrônimô Miên

· Sisters: Yến & Sào

· Yến later became a nun

· During that time, the ruler hated Catholics.  He wanted to banish all Catholics and Catholic beliefs

· He ordered: No Catholic religion

· He forced the believers to walk over the crucifix to deny their faith

· At age 18, Tôma Thiện entered the seminary

· During the time of chaos from the ruler, Tôma Thiện and his sister Yến continued with much courage to follow the orders of this Father Superior (highest ranking priest in the seminary)

· Yến warned him of the dangers ahead in their missions

· Tôma Thiện was captured on a trip to Di Loan and brought back to Quảng Trị

· He was brutally beaten.  The soldier said to him, “Deny your faith, and I will set you free”

· Tôma Thiện replied, “My faith has taught me that my God is a true God.  I must not deny my faith”

· The solder said, “Orders from the king states…those who still believe, shall be beheaded”

· Tôma Thiện said, “I am ready to die.  I will never deny my faith”

· Seeing that force did not weaken Tôma Thiện’s faith, the king tried persuasion

· The soldier said, “If you deny your faith, I shall give you my daughter’s hand in marriage”

· Tôma Thiện said, “I only wish to have rank in heaven, to be king on earth. I have no wishes”
· The king now tried an angle of sympathy, “You are still so young with so much ahead of you.  Just simply step over the crucifix, so that I may let you pass.  After that has been done, you can go home and worship whoever or whatever you please.  Just step over the crucifix, deny your faith right now, and you can do whatever you wish later”

· Tôma Thiện was surrounded by temptation

· It could have been very simply for him to just take one step over the crucifix, pretended to pronounce that he has denied Jesus.  At only age 18, he still had many years left to redeem that small action.  It was either a denial performance or death.

· Tôma Thiện stood before the king.  He stood strong and not weakened by temptation.  He had made a choice and his choice was to proclaim his faith as a Catholic even before persecution.  He had made a choice to never deny Jesus.

· Tôma Thiện was mutually beaten, scored, humiliated, starved, and left in the hot summer heat to burn

· Tôma Thiện always prayed to God for strength to physically endure all the worldly pain set upon him and a strong heart with determination to always persist and never deny his faith

· The king had no choice, but to follow through with his words.

Thánh Tôma Trần Văn Thiện was hung and murdered for his faith on 9-21-1838 at the age of 18 in Nhan Biều, Việt Nam.

